
HINTON ST MARY PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting   

held at Hinton St Mary Village Hall 
on Tuesday  September 5th 2017 at 7 pm 

 
Present:- 
Chairman –    Charles Wright (CW) 
Councillors – Janet Bolton (JB)   Howard Burbidge (HB)  Jo Curtis (JC) Kevin Jones (KJ) 
Clerk –   Vivian Hitchmough (VH) 
District Councillor Mrs Jane Westbrook 
There was one member of the public. 
 
2017.33            Apologies County Councillor -   Mrs Pauline Batstone           
 
2017.34            Minutes of the meeting of  Tuesday April 25th 2017  were agreed as a 

true record and duly signed.   These will now be added to the village 
web page. 

 
2017.35  Matters Arising 

BT Public Phone Box    
The Chairman was pleased to announce that the telephone box had 
been refurbished by British Telecom under their general maintenance 
programme. 
Speeding 
The Chairman had attended a meeting of local villages with Councillor 
Graham Carr-Jones in attendance to discuss issues jointly affecting 
them where they could present a united force.  Speeding was the 
main issue.   The Chairman will report back to the group after 
discussion with Councillors. 
Village Gateway 
Following on from the speeding issues the Chairman and Councillors 
had been in conversation with residents who felt that purchasing 
gates would not have the effect of preventing speeding. The Chairman 
said another option was speed tubes but these were costly.  The 
Chairman suggested a Speed Indicator Device which had been used 
previously.   Councillors considered that part sharing a device with 
another village would be cost effective and moving it regularly to each 
end of the village would keep drivers aware of its presence. The SID is 
battery operated (2-3 weeks battery life, would need two) and it 
would give physical evidence of speeding for further action should it 
be needed.   Councillors agreed that the Chairman should investigate 
costs and other villages who may wish to share the cost.    He will also 
report back to the group on the recommendation of the Council that 
the village have a 20mph restriction and possibly SID for the main 
road. 
 

2017.36 Declarations of Interest  none 



  
2017.37 Updates from Officers 
Planning 

JC reported that no decision on the school house planning had been 
made. 
There had been three applications for tree work. 

    
Roads, drains and potholes 

No issues 
 
Village Liaison    

JB reminded Councillors of the Harvest Festival Lunch at 11am on 15th 
October and the Village Lunch at 12.30 on 15th October in the Tithe 
Barn. 

 
Village Garden JB said disappointedly there had been no development on volunteers 

to maintain the garden and if this continued there would be a need to 
ask Mr Pitt-Rivers to take it back into the Estate Management. 

 
Bus Shelter CW said the shelter appeared sound, but as ownership has never 

been determined we shall not have updates in the future. 
 

2017.38 Finance 
A cheque for the clerk’s salary was signed  
Since the last meeting a cheque had been prepared for DAPTC in the 
sum of £ 76.98  
The Clerk reported that the audit had been successfully completed by 
BDO and all documentation had been returned.   There were no issues 
so the audit was free of charge.   BDO LLP are not the appointed 
auditors for the year ending March 2018. Smaller authorities have 
appointed PKF Littlejohn LLP. 
HB recommended an increase in the Precept for the next year.  He 
pointed out that with cut backs to services there may be a need for 
the Parish Council to fund some village services in the future.  The 
Clerk pointed out that at audit they would need a detailed analysis of 
the need to increase the Precept with the reserves at Bank. 

 
2017.39 Reports 
  County Councillor      
  None 
  District Councillor 

Mrs Jane Westbrook agreed with the need to address the speeding 
issues and said a S.I.D has been successful in surrounding villages. 
Jane reported that the Planning Law has changed which allows 
developers to       take advantage of the need for housing and the 
targets set.  This may increase housing in areas which are not suitable 
through lack of facilities, schools and roads.    Most applications 



considered will be granted unless there is an overriding reason to 
reject. 
Mrs Westbrook said there was an increase in use of the Nordcat bus 
and the school buses used by the public. 

 
2017.40 Questions from residents  

One member of the public said she was very supportive of the options 
considered by the Council to address the speeding issues. 

 
 
2017.41 Correspondence  none 
 
2017.42 Any Other Business 
   HB asked for a vote on increasing the Precept.   Councillors all agreed. 
 
2017.43 Items for next agenda  none at the present time 
    
 
 
2017.44 Date of next meeting       

Tuesday  December 12th 2017 
 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8 pm      

 
 
 

 


